OBSERVATION/SUBMISSION TO PLANNING APPLICATION
Case Reference: 324113

Aisling Courtney
Grange east
Athenry

Galway

To: An Coimisitin Pleanala
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1

D01 Va02

Date: 24 April 2026

Re: Observation to the proposed development of open-cycle gas turbine {(OCGT) and generator with
ancillary equipment.

Location: Pollnagroagh and Rathmorrissy (Townlands), Athenry, Co, Galway

Applicant: Bord Gais Energy Limited

Dear Sir/Madam,

| live approximately 5 km from the proposed Athenry Peaker Power Plant, within the wider rural community

that would be affected by this development through shared roads, air quality, farming activity and

environmental impacts.

Over recent years, multiple large scale energy and industrial projects have
Galway. While each application is often presented in isolation, for those of us living here the cumulative

impact is increasingly felt in daily life — through traffic, environmental pressure, loss of rural character and

concern for long term health and safety.

| am particularly concerned that this proposal would introduce additional fc
an already pressured rural area, with associated emissions, traffic and major accident risks. | am also

concerned that rural communities are being asked to absorb these impacts without adequate consideration of
cumulative effects or long term sustainability.

| respectfully ask An Coimisiin Pleanala to fully consider the lived experience of local communities, the

cumulative environmental burden already present in the area, and whether this development is compatible

with proper planning and sustainable development.



Cumulative Health Impacts Over Time

| have serious concerns about how this proposed peaker plant would operate over fime. Although it would run
intermittently, it would do so at extremely high intensity, and the potential use of diesel adds to these
concerns, as it could resuit in repeated short-term spikes in air pollution. While individual emission events
may be brief, the fact that they could occur repeatedly over many years—potentially up to 2050—raises
concems about ongoing exposure and cumulative health impacts.

Pollutants such as nitrogen oxides and fine particulate matter are known to worsen asthma, trigger respiratory
symptoms, and contribute to long-term conditions including chronic respiratory and cardiovascular disease.
This is particularly concerning for nearby residents, especially vulnerable groups such as children, older
people, and those with existing health conditions. There is still uncertainty regarding whether the lasting and
cumulative effects of these emissions have been fully studied, which leads to real concerns that continued
exposure during the development's lifetime could affect public health and wellbeing in the future.

Unsuitability of Rural Road Network

There are serious concerns about the proposed site entrance on the L3103, which is an exceptionally
dangerous stretch of road where introducing an access point would create an unacceptable level of risk. The
road is extremely narrow and cannot safely accommodate two heavy goods vehicles passing at the same
time, there is no hard shoulder to allow for safe manoeuvring or recovery, and visibility is severely limited due
to biind dips and sharp corners. These are significant existing hazards that already pose a real danger to road
users, and the addition of a site entrance would further increase that risk,

There are also concerns regarding the suitability of local roads for this type of traffic. Rural roads are not built
to support continuous industrial activity, and when heavy trucks, farm equipment, and regutar local vehicles
share these routes, it often leads to difficult and dangerous traffic conditions. The introduction of additional
industrial traffic, including construction vehicles and diesel deliveries, would further increase the risk and
make these roads more dangerous for all users.

Risk of Fire and Explosion from Fuel Storage

As someone living in the area, | am very concemed about the safety risks associated with this proposed
development. The project involves the storage, handling, and use of highly flammable fuels such as natural
gas and diesel, which carry an inherent risk of fire or explosion. In the event of equipment malfunctions,
leaks, or operational challenges, these substances may pose an ignition risk, potentially resulting in
significant incidents. Considering the intermittent yet high-intensity operation of a peaker plant, the likelihood
of such occurrences warrants careful consideration.,

The potential consequences are particularly worrying, as any incident could have serious impacts on nearby
homes, residents, farmland, and livestock. This raises significant concerns about whether the risks have been
fully assessed and whether this location is appropriate for a development of this nature.

Lock-in of Fossil Fuel Infrastructure

There are serious concerns that the proposed development represents new fossit fuel infrastructure with a
long operational lifespan, potentially extending to at least 2050, which risks locking in carbon-intensive energy
generation at a time when national and EU policy require rapid decarbonisation. Investment in gas-fired
infrastructure of this nature may delay or displace the development of renewable energy and energy storage
solutions, leading to continued reliance on fossil fuels over the long term. Overall, there is concern that the
proposal is not aligned with current climate objectives and may undermine the transition to a low-carbon
energy system.



Operational Uncertainty and Lack of Enforceable Limits

There are concerns that the Envircnmental Impact Assessment relies on assumed operational scenarios
rather than fully assessing worst-case conditions. As the plant will operate in response to electricity demand,
there is uncertainty regarding how frequently or intensively it may run, including periods when diesel will be
used, potentially resulting in higher emissions than those modelled. Without a thorough evaluation of the
worst-case scenario, it is not possible to confidently rule out the possibility of major environmental impacts.

Conclusion

‘The proposal raises important concerns about environmental protection, pubiic health, agricuiture, road
safety, and community weifare. Due to uncertainties regarding how often operations would occur, diesel
usage, and overall impacts, this development cannot be considered acceptable. A thorough and cautious
assessment is needed to ensure that significant environmental effects are avoided, but such an evaluation
has not been conducted. Therefore, | recommend that approval for this development be refused.

Yours Sincerely,

g Loy

Name: Aisling Courtney
Date: 24 Aprii 2026



